This is a questionnaire created by the Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI.Org), an independent research and consulting firm focusing on energy efficiency and restorative use of resources. As part of research aimed at determining how best to aid independent operators of class 8 trucks with purchasing freight and fuel efficient vehicles. Our work will reach out to a number of institutions and parties; however; your contribution of insights and knowledge will be critical to understanding how truck efficient technologies are adopted and the challenges surrounding the adoption. 

Independent Heavy Truck Operator’s Questionnaire

 You are not obligated to answer every question and in some cases it may be necessary to estimate. We greatly appreciate your input.

Ownership History (Please fill the gray boxes. There is no limit on characters)

Truck 1

Tractor Model and Year       Tractor Price       Trailer Model and Year           

Trailer Price      Engine Type      Primary Freight Hauled      

Mpg       Tons/gallon       Hp       Transmission       

Tires (Dual or Single)      Annual Fuel Cost       Annual Insurance Cost       Annual 

Maintenance Cost       Annual Tax Expense      

Truck 2

Tractor Model and Year       Tractor Price       Trailer Model and Year           

Trailer Price       Engine Type       Primary Freight Hauled      

Mpg       Tons/gallon       Hp       Transmission       

Tires (Dual or Single)      Annual Fuel Cost       Annual Insurance Cost       Annual 

Maintenance Cost       Annual Tax Expense      

Truck 3

Tractor Model and Year       Tractor Price       Trailer Model and Year           

Trailer Price       Engine Type       Primary Freight Hauled      

Mpg       Tons/gallon       Hp       Transmission       

Tires (Dual or Single)      Annual Fuel Cost       Annual Insurance Cost       Annual 

Maintenance Cost       Annual Tax Expense      

Background

1.
How long have you been an independent truck operator?

                

2.
How many class 8 trucks have you purchased used? How many new? 

                

3.
Have you operated them yourself or leased to a carrier?  If leased, from who?

                

4.
Do you get paid per load, per mile, by % hauled, or a flat rate? 

                

5.
Have you financed or paid in full for your vehicle(s)?

                

6.
Have you had to purchase any additional equipment to meet requirements (speed limiter, anti-idling equipment, exhaust retrofits, oil filtering system...)? If so how much was spent per truck?

                

7.
How many times do you need to bring each truck to a shop/year? 


     

8.
How has this expense (refer to question 7) varied with different models?

                

9.
How much was the insurance expense on each of the vehicles listed on page 1? 

                

10.
What taxes have you been subject to? 


     

11.
How much have you spent on each type of tax? 

                

12.    On average, how many years do you use a truck before purchasing a different one? 

                     

13.    Have you had a warranty on any truck? If so, how much did it cost? 

                

14.    Did you buy the trailer with the tractor? 

                

15.   Have you ever scrapped your truck (received money for parts)? If so, how much did you receive?

                

16. Have you considered buying a newer model? If so, what were the barriers to purchasing a more efficient model? [Please mark “X” on all that apply. If “Other,” please add reason in comment box]

Initial Purchase Price       Unknown Payback       Maintenance and Service Concerns        

Skeptical of Technological Benefits       Uncertainty Over Fuel Costs      

Additional Comments :      

Thank you!




